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2 MANUFACTURING 
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 d) The average compressive strength of a set of three cubes shall 
not be less than 35 MPa at 28 days old.  No individual cube is to 
have a strength of less than 28 MPa. 

 e) A Member shall carry out cube compressive testing on a set of 
three cubes taken from representative samples of each of their 
semi-dry, wet cast, and backing mixes, as appropriate for the 
individual Member, on a minimum of a weekly basis and submit the 
test results to the UKCSA. 

  f) Compressive test results shall be relevant for the week in which 
the samples are taken for UKCSA compliance purposes. 

 g) A Member with an annually calibrated in house compressive test 
machine may submit in house compressive test results for the 
weekly tests, together with a set of compressive test results from 
a UKAS accredited laboratory on a quarterly basis.  Evidence of the 
UKAS traceable calibration for the in house compressive test 
machine shall be provided to the UKCSA on an annual basis. 

 h) All weekly cube compressive test results from other Members 
shall be from UKAS accredited laboratories. 

 
iv) CAPILLARY ABSORPTION TESTING (CAT) 
 
 a) Capillary absorption testing shall be carried out in accordance 

with Appendix 2 of the UKCSA Technical Manual for cast stone. 
 b) The mean co-efficient of water absorption due to capillary action 

of three samples shall not exceed 1.0 mg/mm2, with no individual 
value exceeding 1.3 mg/mm2. 

 c) A Member shall carry out capillary absorption testing on a 
minimum of a quarterly basis on representative samples of their 
semi-dry mixes and on a minimum of an annual basis on 
representative samples of their wet cast mixes, as appropriate for 
the individual Member, and submit the test results to the UKCSA. 

 d) CAT results shall be relevant for the quarter in which the 
samples are taken for UKCSA compliance purposes. 

 e) A Member with a Third Party Assessed Quality Assurance 
Scheme for their capillary absorption testing may submit in house 
CAT results for semi-dry mix for one out of every two returns.  The 
remaining semi-dry CAT results and all annual wet cast mix CAT 
results shall be from UKAS accredited laboratories.  Evidence of 
the Third Party Assessment shall be provided to the UKCSA on an 
annual basis. 

  f) All CAT results from other Members shall be from UKAS 
accredited laboratories. 

 
v)  All conformity returns and test result shall be submitted to the 

UKCSA within 90 days of their due date. 
 
vi)  A Member shall be allowed no more than a 5% failure rate for 

test results submitted to the UKCSA for compliance purposes, in 
line with normal statistical practice. 

 
5 OPERATING STANDARD - AUDIT DOCUMENT 

i)  A Member shall comply fully with all items detailed in the UKCSA 
Operating Standard – Audit Document. 

 
ii)  A Member shall submit a completed Operating Standard – Audit 

Document on an annual basis, to confirm compliance with all items 
detailed. 

 


